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Below is an optional Family Reading List to go along with our history reading next year!  It is a list of supplemental books to enhance your learning over the 

summer or throughout the year. The books are mostly historical fiction or biographies about the ancient time period. Please don’t feel this is a “must read” 

list.  There are many amazing books that you and your family can enjoy together, and by no means is this list exhaustive.  This list was compiled from several 

sites for teaching Ancient History. Note, we have not read all of these books, and you may want to preview the books before you read them to your students. 

The goal was to provide one resource with options for enhancing your child’s education to save you time.  Happy reading!! 

Picture Books 

Era Title  Author Notes 

 Archaeologists Dig for Clues Kate Duke 

In this information-packed Let’s-Read-and-Find-Out Science book, Kate Duke explains what 
scientists are looking for, how they find it, and what their finds reveal. This nonfiction picture 
book is an excellent choice to share during homeschooling, in particular for children ages 4 to 6. 
It’s a fun way to learn to read and as a supplement for activity books for children. 

China The Empty Pot Demi A picture book about an honest school boy. 

India One Grain of Rice Demi 
A village girl named Rani devises a clever plan using the surprising power of doubling to save her 
village.  

Egypt The Egyptian Cinderella Shirley Climo 
This Egyptian spin on the classic Cinderella tale was initially recorded in the first century by a 
Roman historian and is retold here by folklorist Shirley Climo 

Egypt Mummies Made in Egypt Aliki 
Aliki describes and illustrates the techniques and the reasons for the use of mummification in 
ancient Egypt. (Ages 8-12) 

Egypt Of Numbers and Stars D. Anne Love 
The life of a Egyptian woman who lived in fifth century Alexandria and became a respected 
scholar in mathematics and philosophy (Grade 1-5) 

Egypt Pyramid 
Macaulay, 
David 

Detailed black & writing drawings showing architectural details on how the pyramids were made. 
(Ages 7-adult) 

Egypt 
The 5,000-Year-Old Puzzle: Solving a 
Mystery of Ancient Egypt 

Claudia Logan 

It is 1924, two years after the discovery of King Tut's tomb. Readers are invited to join a young 
boy, Will Hunt, as he and his family become part of an archaeological team led by world-famous 
Egyptologist Dr. George Reisner. Based on actual records of Reisner's history-making dig, Giza 
7000X, this strikingly original picture book uses journal entries, funny postcards, and quirky 
cartoons to pull readers into an ancient unsolved mystery. (Age 8-11) 

Egypt Tutankhamen's Gift Robert Sabuda 
With astonishing artwork created from cut paper and inks on papyrus, this simply written account 
of one of Egypt's most fabled kings follows Tutankhamen from his frail childhood through his brief 
but magnificent reign. 
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Egypt 
How the Amazon Queen Fought the Prince 
of Egypt 

Tamara Bower 
What will happen when an Amazon queen and her brave female warriors choose to fight 
an army of Egyptian men? Using heiroglyphs and ancient Egyptian-inspired art, this 
enchanting folktale shares the tale.  

Egypt 
Mummies, Pyramids, and Pharaohs: A 
Book About Ancient Egypt 

Gail Gibbons 
Provides an overview of life in ancient Egypt, describing the people, daily activities, beliefs and 
customs, and what has been learned from artifacts left behind (K-3rd) 

Egypt Cleopatra Diane Stanley 
This is the dramatic story of the last Queen of Egypt–famous throughout history and always 
misunderstood. The myth of her great beauty hides her true accomplishments–brilliance, 
courage, and immense ambition. 

Egypt 
Cleopatra VII: Daughter of the Nile, Egypt, 
57 B.C. (The Royal Diaries)* Short chapter 
book 

Kristiana 
Gregory 

Written in a diary-style format, this work presents the experiences and feelings of the young 
queen-to-be while providing informative facts about her homelife, family and royal environment. 
90,000 first printing. (Age 8-12) 

Greek What’s Your Angle, Pythagoras? Julie Ellis 
Pythagoras was an extremely curious child who wanted to work out solitons to problems. (Ages 6-
12) 

Greek 
Pythagoras and the Ratios: A Math 
Adventure 

Ellis, Julie 
When Pythagoras applies this ratio to his cousins' pipes and lyres, the result is music to the 
ears.  (Ages 6-12) 

Greek 
How the Greeks Won the War: The Story of 
the Trojan Horse (Level 5 Reading) 

Emily Little Illustrated narrative about the War (5-9) 

Greek The Trojan Horse-DK Reader  A photo narrative about the war of Troy and the Greek culture of the time (Ages 6-9) 

Greek 
Wise Guy: The Life and Philosophy of 
Socrates 

M.D. Usher Story of Socrates—his way of life and his philosophy (8-16) 

Greek 
Echo Echo: Reverso Poems About Greek 
Myths 

Marilyn Singer 
Read one way, each poem tells the story of a familiar myth; but when read in reverse, the poems 
reveal a new point of view! These cunning verses combine with beautiful illustrations to create a 
collection of fourteen reverso poems to treasure. (Grade 2-5) 

Greek 
The McElderry Book of Greek Myths 
(Margaret K. McElderry Book)  

Eric Kimmel 
Vibrant art adds a fresh twist to this collection, giving today's readers their own version of 12 
these timeless tales. (6-12) 

Greek Usborne Book of Greek Myths 
Anna 
Milbourne 

A sumptuously illustrated treasury of Greek Myths filled with thirty-two lively tales of brave 
heroes, powerful gods and terrible monsters. At the end of the book, readers will find an 
extensive reference section with illustrated maps, a glossary of tricky words and a huge Who's 
Who of locations, heroes, monsters and gods. 

Greek King Midas: The Golden Touch Demi 

How King Midas learns his lesson and finds happiness is the heart of this classic Greek myth, 
brought to new life by award-winning artist Demi's own golden touch. Sparkling with the colors of 
the Aegean Sea and with the splendor of gold, this elegant and humorous retelling of an ancient 
myth will be cherished by readers of all ages.(Age 7-10) 
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Christian Saint Valentine Robert Sabuda 
Beautiful story of a first century Christina doctor who gave his life for his faith. The original 
source of Valentine’s Day. Beautiful mosaic illustrations (Ages 6-10) 

Hebrew The Story of Hanukkah David A. Adler 
A simple yet dramatic text and vibrant paintings, the story of the courageous Maccabees and 
the miracle that took place in the Temple in Jerusalem is retold (6-8) 

Roman  
City—A Story of Roman Planning and 
Construction 

David Maculay 
A story of how the Romans would plan a city in the middle of the countryside that would be 
the envy of the rest of the known world. Architectural details on how every building was 
constructed. (Ages 7-adult) 

Roman Escape from Pompeii Christina Balit 
Describing the events of the eruption of Mount Vesuvius from the viewpoint of a child, Tranio, 
this story helps children to look closer at different characters' experiences, feelings and 
emotions at an unimaginable time. 

Roman Gladiators  Minna Lacey 
Describes who gladiators were, how they were chosen, what fighting styles they employed, 
how they were trained, and what a typical game might look like. (8+) 

Roman 
The Orchard Book Of Roman Myths 
Paperback 

Geraldine 
McCaughrean 

A wonderfully rich and varied collection of fifteen stories from Roman mythology, retold for 
today's young readers.  

Roman   Why are You Calling Me a Barbarian? 
  Birgitta 
Petren  

It is the 3rd century BC, and as the Roman imperial army travels north followed by a caravan of 
families, slaves, and livestock, two kids meet at an encampment near Cologne, in today's 
Germany. Martilla, a young Roman slave girl, and Marbord, the son of a merchant from 
Scandia, strike an unlikely friendship. 
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Chapter Books 

Era Title Author Notes 

Egypt 
A Cry from Egypt – The Promise 
Land, vol. 1 

Hope Auer 
Historical fiction story of a young Hebrew slave in Egypt prior to the Exodus. Each chapter is 
filled with drama and suspense woven around the dangers and trials of those who witnessed 
the ten plagues that fell upon Pharaoh and his people. 

Egypt The Riddle of the Rosetta Stone James Cross Giblin 

Decipher the history of Ancient Egyptian hieroglyphs with this enlightening account of the 
discovery and translation of the Rosetta Stone. Packed with illustrations, engravings, and 
historical photographs, this is an informative yet accessible overview perfect for aspiring 
young Egyptologists, kids interested in archaeology, and students in grades 3 to 7. 

Egypt 
Boy of the Pyramids, A Mystery of 
Ancient Egypt 

Ruth Fosdick Jones 
Originally 1952, 
Reprinted by Simply 
Charlotte Mason in 
2007 

Excellent simple story highlights so many aspects of ancient Egyptian life. Despite the title the 
book is equally good for girls or boys as the central characters are the son of a noble and a 
slave girl who have a pleasant friendship and get caught in the cross hairs of a mystery. It is a 
little younger, more innocent story than the excellent book, "The Golden Goblet". 
Independent read for grades 2/3 to 5/6. Ideal for grades 3/4. Read aloud to K-3 crowd. 

Egypt 
The Cat of Bubastes: A Tale of 
Ancient Egypt (Dover Children's 
Classics) 

G. A Henty 

Chebron, the young son of an Egyptian high priest, and Amuba, a young slave in the boy's 
household, are close friends; but their lives are greatly altered when Chebron accidentally kills 
a cat, an animal held sacred by the ancient Egyptians. Forced to flee for their safety, the boys 
and their companions begin a long and dangerous journey. A thrilling adventure story, this is 
also a tale packed with historical facts.  

Egypt God King  Joanne Williamson  

 It is 701 B.C-rule of the Kushite dynasty in ancient Egypt. Young Prince Taharka, a very minor 
royal son, succeeds unexpectedly to the throne of Kush and Egypt-a "divine" rulership. It's not 
long, however, before a treacherous plot pushes him into sudden exile and into the hands of 
Amos, an emissary of King Hezekiah seeking help against the Assyrians. Posing as a medical 
assistant, Taharka journeys with Amos to Judea where he encounters two kings in conflict. A 
novel inspired by research on the historical King Taharka and his period. 

Hebrew Victory on the Walls Frieda Clark Hyman 

Thirteen-year-old Bani, though born in Jerusalem, has lived from infancy with his uncle in 
beautiful Susa, the city of the Persian King Artaxerxes. Now, his Uncle Nehemiah wants to 
leave his position of high honor as Cupbearer to the King to return to Jerusalem, a city in ruins 
and beset by every kind of trouble! 

Hebrew Tirzah Lucille Travis 

Tirzah's people, the Israelites, have been in slavery to the Egyptians for many years.  Tirzah 
befriends a young Egyptian girl who has fled with them, even though others treat her badly. In 
spite of hardship and disappointment, Tirzah and her family keep trusting Yahweh to carry 
them through. 

Greek Black Ships Before Troy Rosemary Sutcliff 
The Story of the Iliad, retells the story of the Trojan War, from the birth of Paris to the building 
of the Trojan Horse (Ages 12+) 
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Greek 
Wanderings of Odysseus:  The 
Story of the Odyssey 

Rosemary Sutcliff  A prose retelling for children of Homer's Odyssey.    

Greek 
Archimedes and the Door of 
Science 

Jeanne Bendick 
A biography that tells the contributions of this remarkable Ancient Greek. Not dry at all, your 
family will love learning how he discovered new things and used that knowledge.  (Ages 8+) 

 
Herodotus and the Road to 
History 

Jeanne Bendick 

A first-person account that details the investigative journeys of Herodotus—a contemporary of 
the Old Testament prophet Malachi—as he takes ship from Greece and voyages to the limits 

of his own ancient world. Follow his expeditions into the wonder and mystery of Syria, Persia, 

Egypt and the “barbaric” north. 

Roman 
Galen and the Gateway to 
Medicine 

Jeanne Bendick 

We know about Hippocrates, the Father of Medicine. But we owe nearly as much to Galen, a 
physician born in 129 A.D. at the height of the Roman Empire. Galen's acute diagnoses of 
patients, botanical wisdom, and studies of physiology were recorded in numerous books, 
handed down through the Middle Ages and Renaissance. (Ages 8+)  

Roman The Ides of April Mary Ray A murder mystery set in Ancient Rome. Bethlehem Books (Ages 10+) 

Roman Beyond the Desert Gate Mary Ray 
An Exciting story of Palestine at the time of the sack of Jerusalem under Titus. The sequel to 
“The Ides of April”. (Ages 10+) 

Roman 
The Eagle of the Ninth (1st in 
Triology) 

Rosemary Sutcliff 
The story of a young Roman who sets forth beyond Agricola’s Wall into the wilds of Britain to 
discover what happened to his father’s unit, the Ninth Roman Legion, which disappeared 
without a trace fifteen years earlier. Skillful, imaginative plot. (Ages 9+) 

Roman Twice Freed Patricia St. John 

Onesimus has a kinder-than-usual owner, but his desire to be free approaches the breaking 
point--driving him into embezzlement and lying. When he finally escapes, he encounters 
disappointing pagan religions, a city-destroying earthquake, and the struggles of a Roman 
gladiator. 

Roman 
The Roman Mysteries: The 
Thieves of Ostia (and others in 
series) 

Caroline Lawrence 
This series introduces Flavia Gemina and her three detective friends will take you on a thrilling 
adventure solving mysteries through the streets of Rome. 

Roman 
The Roman Quests: Escape from 
Rome (And others in series) 

Caroline Lawrence 
Series tells the store of the escape, fight and hide their way around the Roman Empire). 
Slightly darker in tone, language and content then the Mysteries series.  

Roman Detectives in Togas  Henry Winterfeld 

A mystery involving a tutorial group of Roman boys, one of who is framed with a crime he 
didn’t do—defacing the wall of a local temple with red ink. By the time the mystery is solved 
you will know a lot about Roman life. There is a sinister soothsayer involved, but no magic. 
(Ages 7-13) 

Mayan The Well of Sacrifice Chris Eboch 
Eveningstar Macaw lives in a glorious Mayan city in the ninth century. When the king falls ill 
and dies, the city begins to crumble. An evil high priest, Great Skull Zero, orders the sacrifice of 
those who might become king, including Eveningstar's beloved brother. 


